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“The Lord has cast down the mighty and
lifted up the humble.” (Luke 1:52)
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THE DIRECTOR’S LETTER

WAR IN HEAVEN...and ON EARTH
“Who is she that comes forth as the morning rising, fair as the moon,
bright as the sun, awesome as an army with billowing banners?” (Song of Songs 6:10)
When Our Lady appeared to St.
Bernadette at Lourdes she asked
us to do penance and to pray the
Rosary. Why? I have thought
about this a lot, and to explain
it we have to step back a bit and
review salvation history.
Of all the world’s religions, only
Christianity announces that God
is love. Some others say that
God loves, but do not make the
bold claim that God actually is
love. This love expressed in the
eternal self-gift of the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit in the community of the Holy Trinity. The
Church teaches that God wanted
to share this loving relationship
with other beings capable of receiving it. So He created pure
spirits called angels and human beings who were part spirit
and part matter. He made them
immortal and gave them intelligence and a free will. They
have the gift of reason and intelligence so that they could know
God, and a free will so that they
could choose to love Him. True
love cannot be commanded or
forced, it must be freely given no strings attached.
We don’t exactly know how
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it happened, but as soon as they
were created some of the angels
rebelled. They recognized God’s
beauty and power but refused to
accept their dependence on God
for His amazing gift of love for
them. Being pure spirits and
knowing from the moment of their
creation the consequences of their
rebellion, they still envied God’s
power and authority over them.
In fact, they hated Him. In an irrevocable choice, they separated
themselves eternally from God and
put themselves in Hell. In his epic
poem, Paradise Lost, Milton has
Satan sum up their rebellion with
the phrase: “Better to reign in Hell
than serve in Heaven!”
Why would Lucifer and some of
the angels rebel? According to
some saints it was because God
shared with the angels His plan to
create us, little weak creatures of
dust and spirit. The angels would
serve us and help us eventually
become partakers in the life of the
Holy Trinity. God’s plan was to do
this by giving humanity a glorious
dignity. He would become one of
us and share His Divine Nature
with our lowly human nature so
that we could love as God loves,
naturally, even in a broken and vio-

lent world. This would give the
human race a glory greater than
that possessed by the angels. The
mother of Jesus would become
their queen and Jesus their king.
Most of the angels rejoiced in this
miracle of love, but some considered it beneath their dignity for
powerful spirits like themselves to
serve weak and limited creatures
of flesh and blood. Since their evil
choice was made with full knowledge and consent of the will, the
fallen angels instantly became demons. They not only hated God,
but us and all of God’s creation.
Since they could not destroy God,
they came after the children made
in His image. Thus, the war that
began in heaven came to earth,
and the first casualties were Adam
and Eve. Tempted to the sin of
pride, they fell from grace and
wounded the world. As their descendants, Satan also wants to destroy us through pride, especially
Christians who, by their baptism,
are brothers and sisters of Jesus,
the Humble One. It was a war
that continues to this day. Not
being able to destroy Jesus and
Mary, the devil has come after us:
“The dragon was angry with the
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woman and went off to make war
on the rest of her offspring, on those
who keep the commandments of
God and bear testimony to Jesus”
(Rev. 12:17).
How do we defend ourselves in
this cosmic battle? “For we are not
fighting against human beings but
against the wicked spiritual forces
in the heavenly world, the rulers,
authorities, and cosmic powers of
this dark age” (Eph. 6:12). Well,
we have the sacraments, and the
sacramentals, especially the Rosary. Why the Rosary? Because
the 20 mysteries of the Rosary
honor Mary, the humble woman,
who defeated the powers of Hell by
her obedient “Yes!” to God. (Satan hates to be reminded of this).
The 20 mysteries also remind us of
the fact that God in Jesus took on
our weak human nature so that we
could have the joy of sharing in the
Echoes From Lourdes

glorious life of the Holy Trinity. Satan hates that too!
In 1858 Mary asked St. Bernadette
for “penance, penance, penance.”
She wanted us to humbly admit our
weakness and sin, our need for God’s
mercy and His grace in order to live
the life of the Holy Trinity. She wanted us to pray the Rosary as a way of
entering into the mystery of God’s
plan for our salvation. This is the
reason why the Rosary procession,
following confession and Holy Mass,
is a major feature of a pilgrimage to
Lourdes. Washing in the waters of
the Grotto is also important, but confession, Mass and the Rosary can be
done anywhere. They are the chief
means of destroying the plans of Satan while we are on our pilgrimage
to heaven. Take advantage of them
because while the war in which we
are engaged on earth continues, our

victory in Christ is guaranteed.
Besides, Mary, already enjoying
that victory in heaven, is with us to
guard, guide and protect us.
Peace,

Fr. George Szal, S.M.
Director
P.S. We would like to refurbish our
Lourdes Water room, an important
and integral part of our ministry
here at the Center. The estimated
cost at present would be $18,000.00,
and we would like to dedicate it in
memory of Fr. Roland Lacasse, SM,
who gave many years of his life to
our ministry. An envelope is attached for any donations that you
would like to make towards this
project which would be greatly appreciated. Thank you!
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Readers Write
In June of 2016, about a week
before I was going to leave for a
two month European vacation, I
was diagnosed with a fast moving Chronic Lymphoid Leukemia. The VA hospital wanted to
check my bone marrow while
an oncologist at Flagler Hospital
Cancer Center was pushing for
chemotherapy. I passed on both.
I could not accept filling my
body with poison drugs as a temporary fix against a very shrewd
biological villain. My doctor
warned me that if I went to Europe without getting the treatment I might not return alive.
With my family’s support I went
on the trip anyway. In Nice,
France I met my daughter, who
had many contacts and access to
a very successful cancer study
(unpublished). She brought
me some remedies to sustain
my energy levels and fight the
cancer. The last stop on my trip

was to Lourdes. There I entered
the baths. Funny thing, even
though I was dripping wet when
I got out of the bath and without
a towel my clothes were dry on
me. (A priest friend who had the
same experience calls it “The
Miracle of Lourdes”). On September 12, 2016 (the Feast of the
Holy Name of Mary), I met with
my doctors at the Moffitt Cancer Center. They did extensive
blood tests, compared them to the
tests taken just before I left for
Europe. In discussing the results
one of my doctors said, “It could
have been the formula that you
daughter gave you, or it could
have been the Lourdes Water, but
we cannot explain why your condition has improved so much.” It
doesn’t matter to me. I am a true
believer in the miracles attributed
to the holy water. Have a wonderful day! HB

In Loving Memory . . .
Some of our readers may remember Fr. Roland Lacasse, S.M. who
wrote many articles for “Echoes
from Lourdes” during the twelve
years that he was on staff here at
the Lourdes Center (2005-2017).
Born on October 24, 1931 in
Lawrence, Massachusetts, he died
from complications of the COVID-19 Virus on May 11, 2020. He
was 88 years old. Fr. Roland was
predeceased by his parents, Wilfred and Eva (Oullette) Lacasse
and his younger sister, Laurianne
Nadeau. He is survived by his sister Doris (Paul) Bitler, his brother
Rev. Eugene Lacasse, OCSO, and
many nieces, nephews, grandnieces and grandnephews.
He loved being a Marist and a
priest. When he was a young boy
and was asked why he wanted to
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be a priest, he answered, “To help
people be happy and holy” - a
goal that he achieved in spades
as his many surviving relatives,

loyal parishioners and friends will
attest. In his 60 years as a Marist
priest he served in many parishes
throughout the country, taught
Latin, French and English in
several Marist secondary schools,
served as a hospital chaplain, and

We use the water from Lourdes
constantly and have great faith in
Our Lady of Lourdes. We believe
that she has cured us of small and
large illnesses. We have been to
Lourdes and entered the tubs four
times and I am quite certain that
on the first occasion I was cured of
a respiratory illness! We brought
water back from Lourdes, but that
eventually ran out. Back home, I
became a Eucharistic Minister to
the sick of our parish. A grateful
parishioner gave me a bottle of
Lourdes Water from the Lourdes
Center and our concerns were over.
You have been supplying us with it
ever since. Thanks for all you do!
P.S. My doctor in Lourdes was
Doctor Philippe Soubirous, grandnephew of St. Bernadette Soubirous. Prayerfully, BM

finally, as a member of the Lourdes
Center staff. He spent some years as
a columnist for the Lawrence Eagle
Tribune, and was a prolific letter
writer, always lifting people up
with stories, commentary on current
events and good advice.
Fr. Roland was one of those people
who would brighten up a room by
coming into it. He spent the last
couple of years in the Nevins Manor
Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
in Methuen, Massachusetts. He
loved it because it gave him time for
prayer, writing letters, and reading
and receiving visits from family and
friends. As one of those I think that
I could tell you we visitors probably
got more out of those visits than he
did. In the end, Fr. Roland accepted
his last illness and died a holy and
happy death. Please pray for him
and for us who miss him mightily.
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MARIST GUIDANCE
By Fr. Francis A. Grispino, S.M.
God vs. gods
His words were uncalled for.
They came out of nowhere. How
sad to hear the governor of New
York say those words. Cold
comfort was served up when he
pitched doctors, nurses, health
care workers, and his august self
against none other than: God
Himself! It was in reference to
quick action taken to combat the
ravages of the coronavirus that
the governor stated, “God didn’t
do that. We did!” Hubris, this sin
of pride, has never been in short
supply. It was there from the beginning of creation of man.
Pride Before the Fall
Long before any petty prancing
on life’s stage was on exhibition,
rebellion was afoot against the
Creator. With the presence of
Satan, the Father of lies, Adam
and Eve made their mad dash to
claim independence from their
Creator. The Tempter’s words
had their effect: “God knows
well that the moment you eat of
it (the forbidden fruit) your eyes
will be open and you will be like
gods who know what is good and
bad” (Genesis 3,5).
The New Progressives
The Biblical story gives us the
beginning of the fatal flaw in the
mindset of people who want to
elbow God out of the very world
he created. They lay claim for
independence and thereby dictate “like gods who know what
is good and bad.” The attitude
of the “Progressives” is at battle
Echoes From Lourdes

with the traditional value system
that is viewed as oppressive with
its “Thou shalt not.” In its place
is the icon of the Unrestrained
Man with his battle cry, “I can
do what I want.” Examples of
this mindset are: transgenderism,
same sex marriage, and partial
birth abortion. The now retired,
Pope Benedict XVI, put it this
way: “Today’s sins are against the
Creator.”
Judeo-Christian Tradition
This heading explains the worldview that will eventually answer
the New York governor. This
view holds that we owe our existence to the Creator and Source
of all life. St. Thomas of Aquinas
carries the banner of this worldview. He teaches that the power
that first brought creation and life
into existence is as much needed
for its continuing maintenance as
well! This concept is found in the

writings of St Paul, “…in him we
live and move and have our being” (Acts 17, 28).
Just as we may not be conscious
of the divine power surrounding
us and maintaining us in existence, so much in the same way
we are often unaware of a beating heart, the digestive system or
need of air to breath. But the divine power of preservation goes
on. It all works and fits together
like a hand in a glove. If for a
moment God were not conscious
of his maintaining power at work
– we would vaporize!
The Good We Do
The same Christian worldview
teaches us that we have ownership of the sins we commit while
the good we do is owed to God
working in us by his grace. It is
in this context that the scriptures
remind us: God works in us both
Continued on next page
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MARIST GUIDANCE
Continued from previous page

in the willing and the doing (See
Philippians 2,13).
God does not cooperate in our
sinful action but he does so in our
good actions. Working in unison
with his grace gives us the help
sorely needed for us fallible creatures. For without this divine help
working within us our salvation is
impossible. It is the Lord Himself
who tells us, “Without me you can
do nothing” (John 15, 5).
To God Belongs the Glory
We now arrive at the point where
the pushback to the governor’s
woeful remark needs addressing.
The criticism targets not his praise
for the doctors and nurses, health
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workers, and what city planning
went into coping with the ravages
of the pandemic – all summed up
in the words “We did that,” but the
hapless addition, “God didn’t!”
That was uncalled for. It was
jarring to hear. It brought a sadness to the heart. It was a moment
not to shut God out, but rather
to acknowledge Him before the
country and the world. It is God
who accomplishes in us the good
we do. St. Paul reminds us as well
as the Community in Corinth when
he proclaimed, “Whoever boasts,
should boast in the Lord” (Cor 1,
31).
Wake Up Call
Let us not fall into the trap of

thinking that God caused the pandemic. When we speak of evil it
is important that we do not dump
on God. It is far better to assume
that the culprit is: man. Helpful
are the words of Jesus in the story
of the fall of the tower of Siloam
that killed eighteen people. These
are his words, “Do you think they
were more guilty than anyone else
in Jerusalem? By no means! But
I tell you if you do not repent you
all will perish as they did” (Luke
13, 4-5). Those who perished in
the calamity are not to be blamed.
But any calamity serves as a
wake-up call. Accepting the call
to repent in a pandemic reminds
us of who we truly are: sinful
creatures of God, not gods.
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Our Deceased
We have been notified that the following friends of the Lourdes Center
have passed away. Please join us in
remembering them in your prayers.
ISABELLE NEALE, NY
ANNE BARKER, MA
SR. MARY DOMINIC, CA
SARAH BURGUN, PA
HELEN E. KOHNEN, IA
GERALDINE MARTINELLI, IL
JOHN MARTINEZ, IA
H. LASSIGE, PA
DOLORES SQUIRES, MA
DORIS YECKEL, PA
DOROTHY SPIES, NE
KATHRYN CREEVAN, KS
WINIFRED M. RYAN, MA
ELIZABETH HARRIS, NY
ANITA STUART, FL
CATHERINE TOMKINS, NY
DOROTHY RAPPENECKER, IA
DORIS J. MILANESE, VT
AGNES ZERR, ND
CHARLIE SCHREIBER, KY
GREG CHUM, NY
LONNIE WASHINGTON, CA
E. NICHOLAS HOFFMAN, PA
RITA WALTON, IA
JASPER AND OLA LEE BOUDREAUX,
LA

CLIFFORD CEDOTAL, TX
SHIRLEY JUSSEL, SD
KEN M. CARVEY, IL
DANIEL REDMOND, OH
MICHAEL FALET, PA
SR. JOSITA NAHIEN, AR
MIMI VILLAUME, MN
ELIZABETH DOHERTY, MA
CASIMIRA A. FALANDYS, MI
STANLEY M. FORRENCE, PA
BETTY SZCZEPANIAK, IL
MARY PAULA THOMPSON, MD
GERARD SCHMELTZ, KS
MARVIN J. KIRSCH, WI
GEORGIA PHELAN, TX
LORA ANN CARBERRY, CT
FELIZ AND ELIA HERNANDEZ, TX
FR. THOMAS KINNEY, LA
PAULINE RIVERA, SC
YOLANDA LINCKS, MI
BERNADETTE M. HILLIKER, IL
WELTON GEGG, MO
JUDITH SCHMAIZER, WI
ANN TUECELLI, MA
JOHN BEAVEN, MO
BERNADETTE TELLEZ, TX
JOSEPH RABE, JR., GA
MARGARET TORTORELLI, CA
C. SCHACHTE, PA
MARGARET VETTER, LA
LUELLA EVANS, NH
DELORES VAN DRUNEN, WI
JENNIE BONOMI, CA

MARJORIE HAMMARGREN, MN
JUDY SCANLON, MI
PATRICIA BERGMAN, OH
KATHLEEN QUILL, MA
LUCIA CORPODEAN, MI
MARGARET GRIESE, KY
SR. DOROTHY STRELINSKI, PA
NELLIE A. VINCEN, PA
REV. ROLAND LACASSE, S.M., MA
DONALD SHEMEK, NE
FRANK STEFANIK, MA
FRANCIS DEHAUT, III, PA
EVELYN CONNOLLY, MA
MAE MCCARTHY, CA
LILLIE GIACONE, LA
JOSEPH M. NAPOLI, MD
SIMON DAMON, NY
SR. ANNE BROCHTRUP, WI
MAERY M. CACACE, WI
JEAN NORTHRUP, MI
MARY GREGG, FL
VADA TUCKER, PA
FLORENCE DEGNAN, MA
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