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Homily at Lourdes Grotto
By Bishop Donal McKeown, Derry, Ireland (07/06/19)
Bishop Donal of Derry, Ireland gave me permission to print the homily he gave at the Grotto of Lourdes while I was there with
100 American pilgrims this past July. I think that it sums up very well the experience and meaning of Lourdes.
“The theme for all pilgrimages
to Lourdes in 2019 is “Blessed
are the poor in spirit.” This
first beatitude must sound
patronizing to many. It can
conjure up an image of ‘the
kind and healthy helping the
poor and the sick’- or phrases
like, “Aren’t they great? God
bless them, but thanks be to
God we are not like them.”
We all have our reasons
for coming to Lourdes. The
14-year-old Bernadette had
her own reasons when she
came with her sister and a
friend to the grotto/dump
outside of town to gather firewood for her poor family one
cold February day 161 years
ago. No one doubts that one
of the impressive sights of
Lourdes is how many generous, modern young people
come here with the intention
of working with the sick and
those needing support. Their
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generosity, fun and good humor inspire us. Many pilgrimages could not function without
young helpers.
But there is always the danger
that we fall into the secular trap
of dividing the world into those
who “have”- and “those who
need our help.” It can become
an attitude where the needy are
useful to help us healthy ones
feel good about ourselves. But
that is not the message that
comes from the heart of Jesus.
Rather, the Grotto helps us to
understand what the Grotto is
actually about, that is, the Beatitudes (cf. Mt 5:1-12), or what some
have called “the upside-down
Kingdom of God” – whose values makes little sense to a consumerist society.
We are here at what was a
dump outside a small insignificant town in 1858. The poor
came here to scavenge. Bernadette was from a poor family

– illiterate and in poor health.
Mary appeared to this most unlikely person. No wonder nobody believed her story. Mary,
the mother of Jesus, was herself a young girl who believed
that the Lord had appeared to
her, and who believed that her
mysterious pregnancy was not
a sign of embarrassment but of
divine wisdom.
God used a child born in a
smelly stable to save the world.
God invited a nobody to bear
the Son whose death would
give hope to everybody. Bernadette was graciously invited
to be the bearer of an improbable message that the powerful did not want to hear. Of all
shrines, Lourdes is the one place
that every day says to pilgrims,
“Blessed are the poor in spirit,”
because here God used Bernadette to minister to the rich and
powerful of her time; because
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in the words of the Magnificat,
“God has put down the mighty
from their thrones and lifted up
the lowly.” (Lk. 1:52)
The great Jean Vanier, who
died in May, was the son of a
senior Canadian diplomat, with
a PhD in philosophy and a university teaching post. He left all
that in 1964 and moved in with
two men, Raphael and Philippe,
who had appreciable learning
difficulties. He spent the next 55
years living with those who were
rejected as stupid and in need of
care. He saw them as his teachers rather than treating them as
little people who needed a big
man to help them. They helped
him to love more and to have the
pride slowly washed out of his
heart by grace. Jean understood
the first Beatitude – “Blessed are
the poor in spirit for theirs is the
Kingdom of Heaven.”
Today we celebrate St. Maria
Goretti. She came from a very
poor family. Her father died
when she was nine. In 1902, at
age 12 she was murdered by a
neighbor because she refused to
give in to his sexual advances.
It took her three days to die of
painful infection, but she forgave her attacker. In 1950 she
was declared a saint in the presence of her mother – and of the
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man who had murdered her!
In Lourdes we are all pilgrims in
need of healing and being loved.
If we think that the pilgrimages
are made up of some who help and
others who are helped, then we
have not heard the first beatitude
of Jesus, nor the message of Mary,
nor what Bernadette would want
us to hear.
During your time here support
others and give them your time.
Do not be afraid to admit your
own need of healing. Let the person that you think you are helping
be a blessing for you. That is what
Bernadette teaches us at the Grotto. In the quiet of the Grotto listen

to the Spirit who blows where it
wills.
A Church that dreams of being strong again needs to listen
to what Jesus, Mary and Bernadette are saying to us today.
Without understanding the first
Beatitude, the Church will never
be fit to do the mission in Jesus’
name.”
If any of you who have read
this and would like to come to
Lourdes as a pilgrim or volunteer
next summer, please contact us.
We can help!
Peace,

Fr. George

At the Pilgrimage: A Sri Lanken family with priests and a brother
A photo including the Sri Lanken family who attended the pilgrimage to Lourdes. The
family is photographed at right, with parents Basil and Anne and their seven-year-old
twin sons, Joyan and Jeyan. The family fled to the U.S. after Basil was attacked and left
permanently disabled during an anti-Christian riot in Sri Lanka. Our donors made it possible for the family to attend the pilgrimage. Also photographed from left, standing: Fr.
Tom, Fr. George, Fr. Matthias, Fr. Joseph, (Anne and Basil), seated: Br. Patrick, Fr. Mike,
(Jeyan and Joyan.) A note to Fr. George from Jeyan and Joyan appears on page 4 with
our Readers Write feature.
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Readers Write
Dear Father, Some years ago my
7-year old son, Justin, had a seizure
while playing tennis with his friends.
The first diagnosis by our pediatrician
and many subsequent tests by a neurologist indicated no serious cause for
concern.
Finally, an MRI found a Glioblastoma
on the right frontal lobe of Justin’s brain
– a very aggressive and deadly form of
cancer. The doctors told us that Justin
needed to have surgery right away because the tumor had tentacles reaching
far into the brain stem, and even with
the tumor removed it was very possible
that it could return.
Also, because of the location of the
tumor Justin could wake up from the
surgery with a loss of sight, hearing and
speech! Because of the urgent need for
immediate surgery, Justin’s First Holy
Communion was advanced to the 9:00
AM Monday morning Mass at our parish. I could not believe how full the
church was.
After receiving his First Holy Communion people stayed behind to pray
the Rosary with us. They gave us each
of us scapulars blessed by Pope John
Paul II, rosaries and a silver medallion
of the Blessed Virgin from Medjugorje.
In addition we had 3 bottles of Lourdes
Water my mother-in-law had ordered
for us. Justin was not allowed to take
any of these things into surgery. However, before he went into the operation
I blessed him with the Lourdes Water.

After six hours of surgery the doctors came out to my husband and I and
said that they had never seen anything
like this tumor and could not positively identify it. They were also amazed
that the tumor had no tentacles and had
popped out like an avocado pit! Ten
days later our pediatrician called and
told me to sit down, “Jayne,” he said,
“You got your miracle! Justin’s tumor
turned out to be nothing more than a
cluster of fibers. We don’t know how
that is possible since the scans clearly
showed an aggressive deadly tumor!”
Twenty years have passed since then.
Justin’s speech, hearing and sight were
never affected. The tumor has never
recurred, and he has gone on to lead a
good, healthy, successful life. I thank
God every day, Our Lady of Lourdes and
Our Lady of Medjugorje for this miracle
on my son Justin’s life! JC
Dear Father, My 93-year old mother
had a stage 4 bedsore located on her
lower back. Stage four is the most serious of bedsores, reaching all the way
down to the bone, able to destroy muscle, bone, tendons and joints. I began
to anoint my mother every day with
Lourdes Water, asking our dear Blessed
Mother to ask Jesus to heal my mother’s
bedsore.
Mary heard my prayers and those of
my family. After 11 months the bedsore
filled up with new tissue until all that
remained was an opening to the wound

on the surface of my mother’s skin. This
closed up entirely on Christmas Eve of
2018. My mother’s doctors, nurses and
caregivers all said that they had never
seen a wound as serious as this heal, especially those located on the lower back.
Her bedsore never caused her pain and
never became infected. My family and I
are so grateful to Jesus and Mary for taking care of our mother and give all Glory
to God in the Highest! NJF
Dear Father, About ten years ago I was
in desperate straits. I was 48 years old
and had been without a permanent job for
about 7 years. I decided to make a pilgrimage from Italy to Lourdes and started
out in snow, wind and rain. However,
when I arrived in Lourdes the sun was
shining. It was my first time on a pilgrimage and I had only a packed lunch
and very little money. I was exhausted,
confused and full of tears as I prayed intensely in front of the Grotto and asking
the Blessed Virgin Mary for the grace to
find a permanent job. A few days after
returning from Lourdes I had a job offer
for a one year contract, then one for six
months, then a public service job. Since
January, 2011 I have found total serenity
through the intercession of the Blessed
Virgin Mary. I have returned twice to
Lourdes since then and intend to go back
this year. I thank Our Lady every day for
all that God grants me through her intercession. Riccardo (Italy)

Young Pilgrims Write
Dear Father,
It was our first time in Lourdes with our family. We were in line with the
sick at the baths. There were a lot of people in line. We were afraid but it
seemed that the Virgin Mary appeared out of nowhere and took me by the
hand and guided us to the baths. I experienced that in a moment we were
going to have a miracle, and we prayed to the Virgin Mary every day. I
believed that the Lourdes water from the Grotto was for the sick people who
were going to be healed. We thank you Our Lady of Lourdes and thank you
Saint Bernadette. — Joyan & Jeyan
See page 3 for details on the boys’ pilgrimage.
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Jesus For All Times
By Fr. Francis A. Grispino, S.M.
Jesus demands a hearing, and the stakes are enormously high! For the simple reason that no one, no one,
has ever spoken as Jesus did. Mohammed never did! Neither did Buddha! Let’s take a few samplings:
“I am the way the truth and the life” (John 14, 6).
“I am the light of the world. He who follows me does not walk
in the darkness, but has the light of life” (John 8, 12).
“Come to me all you who find life burdensome and I will give
you rest” (Matthew 11, 28).
“I have not come to condemn the world but to save the world” (John 12, 47).
“I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even
if he dies, will live” (John 11, 25).
“You have faith in God; have faith also in me” (John 14, 1).
Word of Jesus,
Then and Now

Jesus insists that we have
faith and believe him. The
basis for this is his claim to
be Divine! “You believe in
God, believe in me.” This
means that Jesus, Son of
God and Son of Mary came
from God the Father to
proclaim in human speech
the message of salvation.
“He who hears me hears
the One who sent me.”
The message of salvation,
therefore, was not only
meant for the people of
Jesus’ day and age but for
peoples of every day and
age! The core of his message is not time-bound,
historically conditioned,
buried as some antiquated
blip on the screen of history. No! The message
was meant to be heard
transcending space and
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time. Being true God and
true man, Jesus’ words are
for all to hear. When Jesus
begins his public ministry in
Galilee his first words are,
“The kingdom of God is at
hand. Repent and believe
in the good news” (Mark 1, 13).
Such words were not meant
to settle in the hearts of a few
but to unsettle the hearts of
many down and through the
corridors of time. It is none
other than God in the flesh
who speaks.
Experiencing Jesus

On television this televangelist states, “You can’t believe in Jesus unless you
experience him.” No further
explanation was offered. But
before you say that you have
never experienced Jesus in
your life you need to keep
reading. Although your ex-

Continued on next page
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Jesus For All Times
Fr. Grispino

Continued from previous page

perience of Jesus may not fall
into the category of a St. Paul
who fell from his horse and
heard the voice of Jesus, “Saul,
Saul, why are you persecuting
me?” (Acts 9, 4) You, nonetheless,
have had experiential knowledge of Jesus. The following
may help:
Jesus states, “And when I am lifted
up from the earth, I will draw everyone to myself” (John 12, 32).
Have you been attracted to
the bruised, bloody body of Jesus on the cross suffering and
dying for your sins? Then you
know Jesus and have experiential knowledge of him.
Jesus states “If you love me
you will keep my command-
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ments” (John 14, 15).
Are you striving to keep his
commandments?
Then you
have experiential knowledge of
Jesus. When you do something
of a personal nature regarding
Jesus such as striving to observe his commandments then
you are in a category above
simply knowing about Jesus.
Why? Because you have “skin
in the game”. All is now personal.
To know about Jesus and to
know Jesus makes a big difference. To know about Jesus
is to be a bystander looking in
from a distance. To know Jesus
is to be looking out from by his
side.
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Story of the Two Shepherds

Two lone shepherds meet on
the plains of Judea. Not having
seen another human in weeks,
they get into a gab fest. Meanwhile, each of their sheep go
from being a fold to becoming
a herd: all mixed into one huge
mass. Like the sheep, we may
find ourselves in a mix with
others not belonging to the
fold and who may not want to
belong to the fold. The Divine
Shepherd calls out. Only those
who recognize the voice of the
Master detach themselves from
the herd and follow his voice.
It is necessary now, in our
day, to recognize the voice of
the Divine Shepherd calling us
out of the mix: “My sheep hear
my voice; I know them, and
they follow me” (John 10, 27). Are
you?
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Our Deceased
We have been notified that the
following friends of the Lourdes
Center have passed away. Please
join us in remembering them in
your prayers.
JONI SHAFFER, FL
JOSEPH GERARD SORANSEN, VT
JOHN BEAVEN, MO
MARCELLA KRIZ, IA
SHIRLEY SEILER, LA
FRANK ANDRIACCHI, MI
AGNES BOYSCOUT, AK
JOAN GORE, NY
CATHERINE BRINGARDNER, OH
MARGARET BENNET, FL
SR. ALICE MARIE, CA
MARIE HOLMES, PA
AMELIA M. CONROY, NH
EDWARD B. SWALEC, MA
ROLAND C. BAZA, CA
PHYLIS GRIEP, WA
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JOSEPH F. FERNICOLA, PA
SELINA DOLE, AZ
LILLIAN BENTON, LA
ANN REBBECK, NJ
MARY MAZZOCCHI, RI
MARGARET WITCHER, FL
EMMA NATICCHIONI, PA
JOANN MARTIN LANDON, KY
BETTY DUNNE, IL
PAUL LIPINSKY, TX
MIKE NUXOLL, ID
GEORGE NEWELL III, CA
CHARLES ECCHER, MA
WILLIAM G. SMYTHE, FL
MARTHA SOREL, MA
DENNIS ROURKE, CA
VIRGINIA AUBREY, MI

BRO. PATRICK SOUZA, CA
EILEEN TIEDT, NY
MRS. MARGUERITE MOOG, NY
MARY E. MCDONALD, IN
MARY GUSHUE, NJ
XAVIER O’NEILL, PA
GLORIA MAWHINNEY, MA
JACKIE DUFFEL, CA
MARY BOBER, PA
RAY LEUCK, KY
BERNICE M. PEREZ, CA
BERNICE KALCK, VA

DANIEL R. MURRAY, NV
ALICE GAY, NJ
RICHARD RAVEN, VA
JOSEPHINE CHETCUTI, CA
MICHAEL L. WILKE, IN
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