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The Director’s Corner
Fr. Andrew Albert, s.m.

Dear Friends of the Lourdes started praying every day for healing,
Center,
using Lourdes water. Our family doc					tor sent her to a specialist and the speHere we are again nearing the ma- cialist first recommended surgery and
jor holidays of the season where biopsy. We asked if we could delay
thanksgiving and gratitude to God surgery and he agreed (for 2-4 weeks).
should dominate. A Thanksgiv- We continued using Lourdes water
ing Day to make us remember the and prayer and more prayer. Three
great gifts of life, family, and the weeks later the lump was gone and the
blessed earth that sustains us. A area was healed. Thank God and Our
Christmas that should remind us of Blessed Mother.” I often get similar
God’s great gift to us: His son, Our testimonials of healing from our readLord Jesus.
ers. The power of prayer is real! Read
And speaking of gifts, I was tru- the gospels and see how often Jesus
ly overwhelmed by your generous refers to prayer and tells his apostles
response to my request for help to to pray. And that was the basic mespay for our elevator repairs. I re- sage of Our Lady of Lourdes: Penance
ceived $22,217.00 from our gen- and prayer.
erous readers. I thank all of your
Anyone going to Lourdes knows
who sustain our ministry by your that the shrine is all about prayer. The
gifts and prayer.
huge underground church of St. Pius
And speaking of prayer, I want to X, the above ground basilica of the
emphasize to you the great power Holy Rosary, the grotto, the procesof prayer. As you know, every sec- sions, the baths, they all proclaim the
ond Friday and every fourth Friday power of prayer.
of the month is a prayer day here
Our small chapel here in Kenmore
and there is a special Mass in the Square Boston is a center of prayer.
chapel for the intentions you send Each Thursday the Mass is offered
to us. All those intentions that you for all of you and your deceased loved
write down on the back page of the ones who have become members of
Echoes of Lourdes and mail to us. Our Lady’s affiliation. Thousands of
A few months ago I received the you. And every day one of our priests
following short letter from Ben in says Mass for all the loved ones living
Olney Maryland. “In early July and dead that you have enrolled in Our
my wife suddenly developed a Lady’s Purgatorial Society. Lourdes
lump in her body which was about water is a tangible reminder of Our
one inch long and ¼ inch in diam- Lady of Lourdes love for us. That
eter. We were very concerned and was one of her gifts to God’s people.

Lourdes water is not just water, it’s
Mary’s healing presence. She left
the water for us to use with faith.
We are to use it to deepen our faith,
to nurture our faith, to share our
faith with others.
We all remember who first taught
us to pray. For most of us, it was
our parents. When going to church
we learned to pray with others and
for others. If we read about Jesus,
we learned that He was a man of
prayer, and stressed the need for
prayer. And the Catholic Church
certainly stresses the need for
prayer.
We priests here at the Center
remember you in the greatest
prayer of all, the Mass. God bless
you. May you have a wonderful
Thanksgiving and Blessed Christmas. And please pray for us as we
pray for you.

Fr. Albert
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The Secret
to Happiness and Holiness
By Rev. Roland Lacasse, s.m.
I
just
read
a
beautiful book
entitled
“ Wa l k ing with
Mary” by
Edward
Sri. This
book takes the reader through the
life of the Blessed Mother and applies the experiences she had to
our daily life. All through her life
she tried to do God’s will, not her
own.
This approach is not very much
in vogue nowadays. All we hear is
how important it is to achieve selffulfillment. With all due respect to
Frank Sinatra who boasted “I did it
my way,” he certainly fell far short
of the Christian ideal which Mary
lived by to a heroic degree.
We Catholics regard Our Blessed
Mother very highly, and with good
reason. When I went to Lourdes
as chaplain to a pilgrimage out
of Boston in 2005, the faith I
witnessed there made a deep impression on me. I said to myself,
the people who say that the faith
is dead are wrong. They should
come to Lourdes and see what I
Continued on page 7
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We Catholics
regard Our
Blessed Mother
very highly, and
with good reason

The Third Luminous Mystery

Jesus Proclaims
the Kingdom

Mark 1, 14-15

H

ave you even gone to a store
and be suddenly surprised to
see a sign in the door window stating: “Closed. Taking inventory.”
While you walk away a bit
disappointed for being abruptly
stopped in your tracks you nevertheless catch yourself thinking that
it makes sense. The store manager
has to know what is selling, what
is not, and what remains in stock.
In this way he can make provisions
for the future.
The above words of Jesus at the
very outset of his public ministry
is beaming out to his hearers the
importance of self-reflection in order to take stock of one’s life lived
up to that moment of seeing and
hearing this new preacher. Why?
Because a turning point is about to
be made in the life of the people.
Business cannot go on as usual. A
new future is coming!
This is the Time of Fulfillment
Jesus is saying the time has arrived. The ancient prophecies
about the coming of the Messiah-King are about to be fulfilled.
What has been revealed in veiled
language is to be made plain.
An example of such an ancient
prophecy is the following wherein

the God through the Prophet Nathan
speaks to King David, “I will make
you famous like the great ones of the
earth. I will establish a house for you.
I will raise up your heir after you…
and make his kingdom firm. I will
make his royal throne firm forever.” 2
Samuel 7, 7-13. Jesus was recognized as
the Messiah-King, descendant of King
David, whose reign will be without
end. This is evident in the cry of Bartemaeus seeking a cure for his blindness, “Son of David, have pity on me”
Mark 10,48.

The Kingdom of God is at hand
The many miracles, cures and exorcisms of Jesus demonstrated the truth
of his words, “… if it is by the Spirit
that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.”
Matthew 12, 28. What is characteristic
of the kingdom that Jesus brings is
“peace.” He is called the Prince of
Peace. It was of peace that the angels
sang on that first Christmas, “Glory
to God in the highest, and on earth
peace to people of good will.” We
speak today about peace with justice.
No justice, no peace! Peace comes
only when there is a right relationship
between man and man. This is especially true in the relationship between
man and God. Right relations are es-

tablished first by making right a
wrong; by making amends to an
injustice. Jesus will make amends
to God the Father for the sins of
man by his atoning death on the
cross. With justice restored peace
returns. And the kingdom of God
is restored. “The kingdom of God
is at hand.” Indeed!
Repent
To repent demands a change of
heart. While conversion in the
biblical sense means a turning
away from sin and a turning toward God, a person may perform
an exterior act to show remorse but
lack sincerity. This was exposed
as faulty by the prophets who
taught “rend your hearts and not
your garments.” One could direct
his devotion to God in an external
fashion but the performance may
lack soul. The truly repentant person will make acts of sorrow for
sin not once but over a lifetime.
Repentance then becomes a virtue.
And Believe in the Gospel
The call to repent was also a
call to believe in Jesus Christ who
Continued on next page
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We have been notified that the following friends of the Lourdes
Center have passed away. Please join us in remembering them in
your prayers.
CUSHMAN K. PINAO, HI
DONN BODAK, NY
ELEANOR RUBIE, MN
CECILIA WINER, MN
HELEN REED, LA
JOHN GLEASON, MI
CONNIE EMMETT, IL
DOROTHY DINDA, TX
FRANCES DORSH, WA
GERTRUDE YOUNG, FL
DOLORES BOBAS, IN
MARGARET GOODE, OH
ELLIE POWERS, NY
GEORGE RAISLEGER, WI
RONALD GORNY, KY
ADELINE BANNACH, IL
JOSEPHINE WRIGHT, WV
SR. DOLORES JOHNSON, OH
GEORGE JOHNSON, CA
LAWRENCE CAIN, MD
HELEN LOPIENSKI, NC
LILY MAE BEHOTEGUY, CA
WARREN REZNICEK, NE
EDWARDA PASALO, HI
LINDA BADAMO, MI
JOHN T. MCCARTY, OH
LENDEL DALY, OH
KRISTEN SCHWARTZ, KS
TURNER DAVIS, NC
MARIAN RODDEN, CT
ROSEMARY GODDARD, MD
EVELYN BURATOVICH, NJ
FLORA DEORA, IL
LINDA LOPIENSKI, NC
MARY L. LEBLEU, LA
T.P. KELY, WI
CHARLES MCCAFFERTY, OH
MARY BOHANNON, IL
MARY FITZGERALD, WI
JOHN COMEAU, NH
DONALD CORBETT, DC
CATHERINE S. BUTLER, NJ
PHYLLIS TESSITORE, NY
RUTH PEARSON, MI
ROBERT GILL, MA
ANNA M. PARCEL, IN
BETTY KEITH, MI
THERESA LEWANDOWSKI, MI
RUTH M. TERNS, PA
PAUL P. WILLIAMS, OH
BENNY J. GRIECO, NJ
HARRY J. ROBBEN, IN
DAVID HANCOCK
FRANK A. STONER
FREDERICK MERANA
IRENE MERENA
ANNA HANCOCK
ROSE T. FERNANDEZ, HI
EDITH COLIHAN, LA
MARY NOVACK, PA
DORI IDES, WI

HARRIET BOGART, NJ
LOIS M. BROWN, FL
DEACON JOHN T. CRETARO, AL
REGINA KENAVAN, CA
BETTY BOWDEN, MT
MARIE GAGNON, NH
IRVIN MITCHELL, CA
THERESA CONVILLE, MA
MARIE SKOREWICZ, NY
MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM BAGSBY, KY
HELEN CADIGAN
OLIVE BROOKWELL, WY
ANTOINETTE IBBETSON, FL
RITA LUBBERS, TX
AGNES KARASINSKI, MI
MARGARITA BARCENAS, OR
JERRY LEVESQUE, PA

Fr. Grispino

Jesus proclaims
the Kingdom
Continued from previous page
has the power to forgive sin. The
word “gospel” is derived from the
Old English, “good spell” meaning “good news.” The messages of
the gospel are full of good news.
One important aspect is that God
offers pardon for sin through his
Son, Jesus, the Messiah-King. The
gap that has separated man from
God is now coming to a close. The
harmony between God and man
is being restored. Put in terms of
friendship: It’s time to make-up after a break-up.
And the “Good News” is that this
offer is an open invitation, 24/7.
ECHOES FROM LOURDES • MARIST FATHERS AND BROTHERS OF THE UNITED STATES PAGE 5

Our son has had a problem with alcohol and marijuana abuse since high school.
He is beligerent, even with
people he loves, and his marriage fell apart and he is back
living with us and gets to see
his children only on Saturdays. He works as a bartender
at a local tavern and we don’t
know how he’s managing to
hold down that job, but he
comes home every night unwilling to talk and heads right
up to bed. We know he’s depressed and with good reason
but we don’t know what to
do to help him. We give him
a roof over his head, meals,
and an allowance for him to
do what he wishes. We know
that he is suffering depression
but he will not seek treatment.
A friend gave us the Lourdes
water. We are spraying it in
his room and on his belongings. We’ve told him about
it but he is not interested in
exploring the subject with
us. Please pray for us that we
may help him implement this
in his life. Thank you. TX.
J.H.:

J.E.: I would like to thank Our

Blessed Mother for prayers
answered. My wife was facing a layoff that would have
decimated our family income
and she has a unique skill for
which it is hard to find a job,
particularly in our area. Sending prayers to you for all your
good work and to all your
readers. WV
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The secret to happiness and holiness
Continued from page 3
was seeing!
As I write, I find myself in a nursing home, as a result of neuropathy. Recently, one of the residents
here addressed me in a way that
reminded me of something important. She began by saying “When
you were a priest…” I was immediately made aware that there was
something wrong because the Bible says “You are a priest forever!”
That’s why, as a resident here in
a nursing home, I still do ministry.
I reach out to everyone, listening
to those who need to talk, encouraging them, praising them, showing interest in what they say, etc.
It’s called “trying to bloom where
I’ve been planted.” A priest is a
man for others, wherever he may
be.
While here for the past eight
months, I’ve been inspired by

many of the residents who bravely
struggle to maintain what health
they still have, and I have grown
in compassion for them. This is
what God wants me to do. This is
the road to happiness and holiness.
St. Bernadette would find herself right at home here. Not only
was she sick and in the infirmary a lot before she died, but she
also worked as an infirmarian in
the convent and, according to one
doctor, was good at her job.
As to her “job” when she was
sick, St. Bernadette was quick to
answer one of the nuns who questioned her one day, as to what she
did as a nun. She replied, “My job
is to be sick!” Her answer was a
good one, spiritually speaking,
because suffering has redeeming
value. Consider what Jesus did
to redeem the human race. He
chose to suffer and die for us on

the cross. Many people regard suffering not only as useless, but as an
occasion to question their belief in
a good God who permits suffering,
unfortunately.
The Saints don’t think like many
of us do. It’s not surprising, when
you consider that Jesus once reprimanded one of the Apostles when
Jesus said to him, “You are not
thinking as God thinks, but as human beings do.”
If people should ask me, what
book about St. Bernadette would
I recommend, without hesitation I
would say “Bernadette of Lourdes”
by Rene Laurentin. It comes in a
paperback and is easily affordable.
I wonder how many of us wake
up every morning and think of asking God, “God, what would you
like me to do for you today? Personally, I think most of us are afraid
of what God would say!
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Address Service
Requested
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