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the director’s corner

Rev. AndRew AlbeRt, S.M.

dear friends of the lourdes center,
We were all happy to receive Pope

francis in his first ever visit to the
united states. Mid-september was full
of t.V. coverage of his historic visit.
his humility and approachability and
goodness was recognized by all who
saw him.

i want to stress Pope francis’ great
devotion to our lady. in his apostolic
exhortation “the Joy of the Gospel” he
states very categorically the importance
of shrines such as lourdes in france
and fatima in Portugal. he stresses that
these shrines and all they stand for
bring great comfort and consolation to
so many catholics. he encourages us to
visit them and to make them known. it
was very encouraging to me to read
those sentiments expressed in the
Pope’s “Joy of the Gospel”. the
daughters of st. Paul’s bookstores and
other catholic bookstores carry the
booklet. You can go on the internet to
find the store nearest you or you can
order it right online. 

the Pope also stresses the impor-
tance of private devotions for the ordi-
nary catholic. he speaks as a pastor
who has seen how such devotions are
helpful to ordinary catholics when they
are visited by suffering, sickness, or
sorrow. 

What a great gift Pope francis is to
all of us!

the internet is now part of our lives,
but some people compare it to the Wild
Wild West! the Marist fathers are the
official distributors of lourdes water in
the u.s. and canada. the water that
sprang from the ground when
bernadette followed our lady’s direc-
tions to scratch the dirt near where
bernadette was kneeling is what we
call lourdes water. this is the water
that has brought miraculous healing to
many. that water is a gift from Mary.
that water is free. it is not to be sold on
the internet. i have explained that the
$3 donation we ask for is simply to pay
for the costs of getting the water from
lourdes to boston and then to you. so
if you see on the internet lourdes
water being sold for $10, $20 a bottle,
there is something wrong! to sell
lourdes water to make a profit is
against church law. A priest cannot
sell an absolution of sins. A Pope can-
not sell his blessing. these are spiritu-
al gifts to be given freely. We cannot
buy a miracle; we can only pray for
one. 

our east Wall is now all redone. i
had hoped to have it done for May the
month of Mary, but she decided it
would be better in october, the month
of the rosary.  My sincere thanks to all
of you who responded to my appeal
many months ago. You gave us the

money we needed and it is all paid for.
And please remember in your

prayers our many generous benefac-
tors who help us continue this wonder-
ful ministry of bringing the special
water from lourdes to so many
catholics. in June we got the news that
a man from Michigan listed the Marist
fathers, lourdes center, boston as a
beneficiary of his irA. in August we
learned that a lady from Minnesota
remembered the lourdes center in her
will. these wonderful people are help-
ing us from heaven!

May our lady of lourdes bring
down blessings upon their loved ones
here on earth.

God’s blessings on all of you on the
coming feasts of thanksgiving and
christmas.  

God bless you all!  

Fr. Albert

Our email address is:
ourlady@lourdescenter.org
lourdescenter@yahoo.com

Our website is:
www.lourdescenter.org
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st. berna-
dette spent
only 35
years on
earth, but by
the time she
died she had
learned a
great deal.

for example, she knew that the most
important thing in life was to have a
personal relationship with God, fol-
lowed by the need to take care of her
soul as well as her body and the
importance of devotion to the saints,
who do three things for us: serve as
an example to us not to live for our-
selves alone; give us companionship
so that we are never alone; and sup-
port us by their prayers, in our strug-
gles for human happiness.

i am very often amazed at how lit-
tle modern-day people depend on
God and religion for help in their
search for human happiness.
instead, all too often, they turn to

By Rev. Roland Lacasse, s.m.

drugs and alcohol, as many celebri-
ties have done.  Parents have an
obligation to teach their children
early in life to avoid these pitfalls.

Many years ago, there lived a
young man who was a real “play-
boy,” who believed that he did not
need God to be happy (as many peo-

ple do today.)  he lived for this life
only, satisfying his lust for pleasure
in every way.  he fathered a son out
of wedlock.  one day, he came to his
senses, realizing that he had to
change his selfish way of living.
his name was Augustine.  he
became a priest and a great saint.
one of his most famous sayings is
“You have made us for Yourself, o
lord, and our hearts can find no rest
until they rest in thee.”

Many people today are unhappy.
they live for themselves alone.
they don’t realize the secret of hap-
piness - reaching out to others and
living for something bigger than
themselves.  christianity changed
the pagan roman world hundreds of
years ago from a cruel and selfish
way of living to a better way to live.
People forget that it was christianity
that saved the world from the bar-
barians in the early Middle Ages.
We owe a great deal to the

Rev. RolAnd lAcASSe, S.M.

The secret
to happiness

Continued on page 5

Many
people today

are
unhappy.

They live for
themselves

alone.



4 M A R I S T  FAT H E R S  &  B R OT H E R S  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S TAT E S ECHOES FROM LOURDES

By Fr. Frank Grispino, S.M.

The
Scourging

T H E  S E C O N D  S O R R O W F U L  M Y S T E R Y

the scourging of Jesus, that is,
whip lashing roman style,

was a prelude to death by crucifix-
ion.  but in Jesus’ case that was
not supposed to happen!  When
Pontius Pilate, the roman gover-
nor, had Jesus whipped, it was his
understanding that once the people
who cried out for punishment
would see the effects of being so
pitifully beaten they would not
demand the death penalty.  the
mere sight of the bleeding lacerat-
ed flesh of Jesus would satisfy the
crowd’s lust for punishment.  so
reasoned Pilate.  We especially get
this understanding from the words
spoken by Pilate when he
declared, “behold the man!” John
19. 5. this expression had the force
of saying, “look at the beating
endured by this man!  Your thirst
for punishment has been overly
compensated.”  but Pilate was
wrong.  he misread the blood lust
of the crowd.

Roman Brutality
the ordeal of scourging was

itself extremely brutal.  the victim

was stripped with hands tied
behind his back.  he was then teth-
ered to a post in such a way as to
allow his back to be bent to give
full exposure to the lashes.  these
long leather strips were studded
with pellets of lead and bits of
shard bone. there is no doubt,
maximum injury and pain was the
intent.  While Jewish law demand-
ed forty strokes, roman law had
no such limits.  the victim was
beaten by more than one person
wielding the whip.  When one
grew tired, another took his place.
A passerby, simon of cyrene, was
commandeered to assist Jesus in
carrying the cross.  this plainly
shows the weakened effect the
scourging had on Jesus.  And the
fact that Jesus was to die so quick-
ly could well be due to this brutal-
ity. (see John 19, 32-34; Mark 15, 44-45.)

Jesus, the Lamb of God
As christians we must not for-

get that Jesus was innocent of any

wrongdoing.  What the slaughter
of the lambs was purported to do
– take away the punishment due
to man’s sins – Jesus, the lamb
of God, was allowing all this to
happen in order to remove our
sinful guilt by his suffering in our
place.  At long last, Jesus was to
bring about the definitive healing
sorely needed by humankind:

“Upon him was the chastisement
that makes us whole, by his stripes
we were healed.” isaiah 53, 5.

there are situations in life
when gifts bestowed upon us
demand gratitude.  the drama of
man’s salvation began with the
drawing of blood.  What then
does our reflection on the scourg-
ing of Jesus warrant?  A most
humble and heartfelt response of
gratitude:

Thank you, Jesus!
Thank you!
Thank you!



Purgatorials
for 

the Deceased

name 

Address

city

state Zip

Phone #

requested by:

Suggested offering: $10.00 (perpetual)

Our Lady’ s
Purgatorial 

Society

each year your enrolled
deceased and loved ones are
remembered during the 365
daily Masses celebrated by the
Marist Fathers. An attractive
certificate framed in a blue fold-
er with a colorful picture of our
lady is sent to the donor or
recipient.
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christians who came before us.  not
that they were perfect, but when
they did wrong, they acknowledged
their wrong doing.  the Middle
Ages have been called the “dark
Ages,” but at least they had the
light of faith.

life, according to the bible, is a
struggle against the weaknesses of
the flesh, the spirit of the world, and
the temptations of the devil.  the
world is a battleground on which we
fight against the tendency we have
to live selfish lives, sinful lives.

Anyone can be good for a time, but
to do so all our life is a real struggle.
some people say that Jesus did it all
for us, that all we need is faith in our
personal savior.  not true.  st.
James, in his epistle in the bible
says, “faith without good works is
vain.  the devils also believe…and
tremble.”

st. bernadette would not be com-
fortable in the company of many peo-
ple today.  her values were very dif-
ferent from theirs.  on the other hand,
she would have been very comfort-
able with Mother teresa of calcutta.

Continued from page 3

fr. lacasse

From home to home,
and heart to heart,

from one place to another.
May the warmth and 

joy of Christmas,
bring us closer 
to each other.

A Christmas Wish
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R.L. i enjoy reading the
lourdes echoes.  there is also
something in it that uplifts the
spirit.  i am enclosing fifty-dol-
lars.  use it where it is needed
most.  Please continue to pray for
me and my family and friends.
thanks to our lady of lourdes
and st. Anthony. CA

T.B.  our four-year-old grand-
daughter has leukemia and has
been in treatment now for two

years. she has finished with her
chemotherapy and now in this final
year of treatment we will see if she
will be released from treatment. 

i wish to thank our lady for her
intercession and help with our girl.
i have found encouragement in
reading echoes from lourdes and
in the prayerful relationship i have,
particularly with our lady.

i also want to thank you for your
work and the healing water you
provide.  FL

cAroline irrerA, nY
bettY VAGnino
nAoMi PosterAro, PA
bernice church, Mo
fr. roGer bourGeA, s.M., MA
fr. John sulliVAn, s.M., GA
irMA JurGens, iA
AnGeline Johnson, oh
Mr. And Mrs. eArl J. nicKlAs, tX
Arline MoreAu, Me
bernAdette MurPhY, il
AVis dAniels, fl
hoWArd dohertY, oh
sr. M. AnthonY WArGel, KY
ArchbishoP GeorGe PeArce, s.M., ri
lorettA VAn lee, iA
henrY K. edelMAn, nY
celestine GeresZeK, nd
John olsZeWsKi, MA
sr. MArY AnthonY, nY
KAthleen WAlsh, PA
thoMAs treloAr, Al
roseMArY denoVellis, il
frAnces WArZechA, tX
cecile belAnd, Md
MArY lArdo, fl
Alice beron, Md
AnthonY ciAPPinA, nJ
lorettA sAVer, in
christine l. bottoM
tinA & bill KoWAlsKi, AZ
rose MAY WAnYA, nM
thoMAs sAno, fl
MArGuerite MAY, il
MAbel A. dirKMAn, Wi
John J. encAndelA, PA
John PAYtAVin, lA
lucille WeAtherlY, co
edWArd ArMend, nc

We have been notified that the fol-
lowing friends of the Lourdes
Center have passed away. Please
join us in remembering them in
your prayers.

do you know someone who would
like to receive echoes from lourdes?
Give them a FRee SUbScRIPtIon!
Send their names and addresses. 
Use a separate sheet if necessary.

e-mail the information to: ourlady@lourdescenter.org
MAil it to:  

lourdes center
P.o. box 15575

698 beacon street, boston, MA 02215-2594

JuliA fresco, iA
eleAnor MiGht, WA
John t. Zuber, co
Anne breci, ne

Mrs. JoAn MulKerien, MA
GeorGe dodGe, MA
Vincent de sAnti, lA



Please send ________ bottles of the

water from the Shrine at lourdes 

name 

Address

city

state Zip

does this person receive lourdes echoes?
__  Yes      __   no

if not, should we send lourdes echoes to them?
__  Yes      __ no

PleAse AlloW 3-6 WeeKs for deliVerY

(Please Print clearly)

Lourdes Water ...Affiliations

name 

Address

city

state Zip

Remembrance in 50 Masses 
yearly and at our 

weekly Perpetual novena
(PleAse Print cleArlY)

requested by:

Phone no:

offering: 1 year $2.00, 
3 years $5.00 lifetime $10.00
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...is an expression 
of my faith...
my trust in God’s
mercy.
offering to cover shipping &
handling $______________
n.b. A donation of $3.00 per
bottle is suggested to cover
our expenses. When the offer-
ing permits, we use Priority
Mail. We will accept orders of
1-3-5-6-and 10 bottles.  for
multiples thereof and for
unusual numbers requested,
we reserve the right to send
what is both just and feasible. 

A special anniversary observance
the lourdes center chapel was the site of a thanksgiving Mass in honor of the 50th anniversary of the ordination of fr.
Andrew Albert, sM, who leads the lourdes center in boston.  the celebration took place April 26, 2015.fr. Albert’s ordi-
nation took place on January 30, 1965 at his home parish of st. John the baptist parish in brunswick, Me.
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